
Experience  
Judge Christopher C. Conner continues his decorated and renowned career at Optimal Dispute Resolutions, following his 
retirement from the bench after more than 20 successful years as a federal judge. He uses his decades of experience as a judge to 
help clients as a mediator and arbitrator, assisting clients in solving their differences before a case goes to trial to save them time 
and money. 

Prior to joining Optimal, Judge Conner served as a federal judge for the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania 
from 2002 to 2024 after President George W. Bush appointed him to the bench. His time on the bench also included the 
esteemed honor of serving as the district’s chief judge from 2013 to 2020.  

Thousands of cases came into Judge Conner’s courtroom, where he fairly and without bias presided over some of the most 
significant cases in the Middle District. Among the most notable was the “Kids for Cash” case, where two federal judges in 
northeast Pennsylvania were sent to prison for receiving money for declaring juveniles delinquent and assigning them to 
residential placement centers for infractions that normally would result in minor penalties. Judge Conner presided over multiple 
hearings and a lengthy trial to determine damages for the individuals impacted by the scheme, including determining damage 
amounts for the families impacted by the scheme between the judges and the juvenile detention center’s owner. The case drew 
national headlines for months as it played out in Judge Conner’s courtroom.

Judge Conner’s judicial experience has made him a coveted speaker on continuing legal education (CLE) panels and lectures in 
Pennsylvania. He’s also a sought-after author and has spoken and written on a broad spectrum of litigation-related topics and 
ethical issues. 

Judge Conner serves as co-chair of Saxton & Stump’s Investigations and Criminal Defense and Appellate and Post-Trial Advocacy 
groups. He is also part of the Commercial Litigation, Franchise Litigation, and Intellectual Property groups. Judge Conner works 
in an advisory role for clients facing complex government investigations and courtroom trials (including appeals).  

Before being appointed a federal judge, Judge Conner worked in private practice in his native Harrisburg, a time when he was 
very involved in leadership positions at the Pennsylvania Bar Association. He served as President-elect and Vice President 
of the PBA in 2001-2002. He also served two additional terms on the PBA Board of Governors, and he is a Life Fellow of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Foundation.

Judge Conner was also an adjunct professor at Penn State Dickinson School of Law, where he taught federal criminal practice 
and at the Widener University School of Law (now Widener Law Commonwealth) in 2020, where he taught trial advocacy. He is 
a graduate of the Dickinson School of Law, and he earned his undergraduate degree at Cornell University. He was later named a 
“Distinguished Alumni” for Cornell’s Class of 1979. 
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Professional Career
•	 Chief Judge, United States District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 2013-2020
•	 Judge, United States District Court, Middle District of Pennsylvania, 2002-2024
•	 Former adjunct professor, Penn State University Dickinson School of Law

•	 Former adjunct professor, Widener University Commonwealth Law School

Education
•	 Dickinson School of Law, J.D., 1982 

•	 Cornell University, B.A., 1979 

Memberships
•	 Judicial Conference of the United States, member, 2017-2020
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association, Vice President – 2001, President-Elect – 2002
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association Board of Governors, former member 
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association, former Zone 3 Governor 
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association Committee on Judicial Selection and Reform, former member and chair  
•	 Dauphin County Bar Association, former board of directors member 
•	 PBA Committee on Judicial Selection and Reform, former chair 
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association/Young Lawyers Division, chair, 1989 and 1990 

•	 Honorable William W. Lipsitt American Inn of Court

Recognitions
•	 Cornell Class of 1979 “Distinguished Alumni” designation 
•	 American Bar Association Special Achievement Award, mock trial competition as co-founder of the Pennsylvania 

High School Mock Trial Competition 
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association, life fellow 
•	 Pennsylvania Bar Association Special Achievement Award, Judicial Reform Campaign on Merit Selection of 

Appellate Judges 
•	 Widener University Commonwealth Law School, E. John Wherry Lecture Honoree  

Publications
•	 Ethics Deskbook for United States Judges (First Edition 2020), editor and co-author 
•	 Bridges in Medicine, co-author of chapters on “Developing Good Judgment” (publication pending) 
•	 “Partisan Elections – The Albatross of Pennsylvania’s Appellate Judiciary,” Dickinson Law Review, co-author 
•	 Authored and co-authored many CLE program materials for the Pennsylvania Bar Institute and other CLE providers 

For more information please visit : 
optimaladr.com/judge-christopher-c-conner-ret


